The Ever-Accessible Evergreen: Ernst Jandl’s Poetry from Every Conceivable Angle  (Essay originally written in German as  Das immer-zugängliche Immergrün: Ernst Jandls Dichtkunst aus jedem denkbaren Blickwinkel ) by Gillette, Amanda
Susquehanna University 
Scholarly Commons 
Senior Scholars Day 
Apr 27th, 12:00 AM - 12:00 AM 
The Ever-Accessible Evergreen: Ernst Jandl’s Poetry from Every 
Conceivable Angle (Essay originally written in German as "Das 
immer-zugängliche Immergrün: Ernst Jandls Dichtkunst aus 
jedem denkbaren Blickwinkel") 
Amanda Gillette 
Susquehanna University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.susqu.edu/ssd 
 Part of the German Linguistics Commons, German Literature Commons, Other German Language and 
Literature Commons, Poetry Commons, and the Translation Studies Commons 
Gillette, Amanda, "The Ever-Accessible Evergreen: Ernst Jandl’s Poetry from Every Conceivable Angle 
(Essay originally written in German as "Das immer-zugängliche Immergrün: Ernst Jandls Dichtkunst aus 
jedem denkbaren Blickwinkel")" (2021). Senior Scholars Day. 2. 
https://scholarlycommons.susqu.edu/ssd/2021/videos/2 
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Senior Scholars Day by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact 
sieczkiewicz@susqu.edu. 
Abstract 
This paper discusses various literary, philosophical, cultural, and linguistic methodologies for the 
analysis of Austrian poet Ernst Jandl’s work, illuminating through a multitude of lenses the 
increased accessibility to and enduring influence of his experimental poetry. Most critics 
interpret Jandl’s poetry from a singular vantage point, such as the use of certain stylistic devices, 
semantic devices, phonological characteristics, or formal qualities (as in concrete or visual 
poetry), but these disparate analyses, I suggest, lack a comprehensive understanding of the larger 
significance of these elements’ influences on one another. First, I trace the influence of the 
Wiener Gruppe on Jandl’s work, and establish that Jandl’s poetry has an immediacy of appeal 
and accessibility unique to him, despite the less accessible tradition and form of experimental 
poetry. Next, I explore various characteristics of Jandl’s language and poems by examining 
seven distinct analyses of Jandl’s most well known works, including Jandl as a nonsense poet, 
the use of clichés and neologisms, and his linguistic experimentation with phonological 
substitutions. In doing so, I reveal that Jandl’s poetry, in its staggering multitude of unique 
elements and uses of language, would be better understood if critics considered the poet’s own 
goals and intentions—which are perhaps the most powerful rhetorical influences on his writing. 
Through a study of interviews across Jandl’s lifetime, I determine that Jandl wrote playfully in 
many different styles, genres, and forms in order to appeal to a wide range of readership, 
including children. The extensive array of critical analyses of Jandl’s work proves this. Jandl is 
accessible to all audiences, and therefore the possibilities for new avenues of examination of his 
poetry are endless, creating wide accessibility to potential and every-changing meaning.  
   
 
